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Approval of Meeting Minutes and Actions 

Program: Processing Tomato Advisory Board 
Meeting Date: January 27, 2021 
Meeting Location: Videoconference and Teleconference 

 
Notable Actions: 

2021 0127 #21-02 Motion to recommend approval of revisions to Section 400.9 of the Board’s Policy Manual to 
maintain a minimum reserve level of $2 million. [Approved by Department on 4/29/21] 

2021 0127 #21-04 
Motion to recommend the selection of Damore, Hamric and Schneider to conduct a financial 
audit and a fiscal and compliance audit of the Board’s 2020 fiscal year financial records. 
[Approved by Department Order on 2/26/21] 

2021 0127 #21-05 Motion to recommend re-hiring Karen Moreno as the Board Manager for the 2021 fiscal 
year. [Approved by Department Memo on 2/27/21] 

2021 0127 #21-06 
Motion to recommend approval of the 2021 fiscal year budget, based a projected volume of 
12.1 million tons, including salary increases as presented in the budget. [Approved by 
Department Order on 4/9/21] 

2021 0127 #21-07 
Motion to recommend the establishment of a base assessment rate of $11.50 per load and a 
schedule of assessment rates by inspection station for the 2021 fiscal year. [Approved by 
Department Order on 4/8/21] 

2021 0127 #21-08 Motion to recommend approval of an interim budget for the first quarter of 2022 as 
presented. [Approved by Department Memo on 4/9/21] 
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MINUTES 

PROCESSING TOMATO ADVISORY BOARD (PTAB) 
JANUARY 27, 2021 
ZOOM MEETING 

CALL TO ORDER. ROLL CALL, ESTABLISH QUORUM 
Board Chairman Chris Lehikainen called the meeting to order at 8:32 A.M. Roll was 
called; a quorum was established. The following members were present: 

Producers 
Neil Dougherty 
Dan Burns 
Kevin Collins 
Tim Maggiore 

Alternate Board Members Present: 

Processors 
Chris Lehikainen 
Roger Scriven 
Tim Hamilton 
Garrett Miller 

Lance Dami 
Adam Stacy 

Darryl Bettencourt 
Patrick Pinkard 

INTRODUCTIONS 
Board Chairman Chris Lehikainen welcomed the audience. Members of the audience 
introduced themselves (see roster). 

APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES 

ACTION 
A motion was made, seconded, and passed unanimously to approve the minutes as 
posted of the February 5, 2020 meeting. Board Action 21-01 

CDFA UPDATE 
Justin Ellerby, from CDFA, reminded us that PTAB is an instrumentality of the State of 
California. 

DISCUSSION 
There was some discussion about the possibility of businesses requiring employees to 
have a COVID-19 vaccine shot before returning to work. The Board felt that we were 
not far enough along in vaccination process and that the subject could be better 
addressed as we got closer to the season. 

BOARD APPOINTMENTS 
CDFA appointed Garrett Miller (J.G. Boswell Tomato Co.) as a processor member, 
moving from an alternate position. Roger Scriven (Morning Star Packing Co.) was re
appointed as a processor member and Frank Pills (Neil Jones Foods) was re-appointed 
as an alternate. Adam Stacy was appointed as an alternate member (Del Monte Foods). 
Kevin Collins (Borba Farms) was appointed as a producer member, moving from an 
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alternate position, and Lee Del Don (Del Mar Farms) was appointed as an alternate, 
moving from a member position. Dan Burns (Nickel Family LLC) was re-appointed as a 
producer member. There is a vacancy in an alternate position on the Producer side. 
(Exhibit A). Chris Lehikainen thanked everyone for volunteering to serve. 

BOARD POLICY CHANGE 

Karen Moreno presented proposed changes to PTAB Policy. It was recommended to 
change the Reserve Policy to $2 million and delete the wording of "or 30% of Total 
Revenue, whichever is less" New Reserve Policy would read "$2 million". 

ACTION 

A motion was made, seconded, and passed unanimously to approve the change and the 
wording in the PTAB Reserve Policy to $2 million. Board Action 21-02

PTAB AUDIT RESULTS 

Karen Moreno staled that the 2019 PTAB financial and CDFA compliance audits showed 
no reportable items. She thanked the staff for a job well done. She asked that the 
Board approve both 2019 audits. 

ACTION 

A motion was made, seconded, and passed unanimously to approve the 2019 financial 
and CFDA compliance audits as presented. Board Action 21-03

Karen also asked that the Board designate Damore, Hamric and Schneider as auditors 
for any upcoming 2020 audits. 

ACTION 

A motion was made, seconded, and passed unanimously to designate Damore, Hamric 
and Schneider as auditors for the 2020 PTAB audits. Board Action 21-04

BUDGET AND FINANCE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS 

Karen Moreno presented the Budget and Finance Committee's recommendations 
(Exhibit B). She reviewed the 2020 budget. Karen staled the 2021 crop intentions are 
estimated to be 12.1 million tons (Exhibit C). Karen asked the Board to approve a 2022 
interim budget of $36K in revenue and $300K in expenses. The Committee also
recommended setting the base inspection fee at $11.50 per load. The budget also 
includes salary increases for hourly employees and salaried staff. It was recommended 
the Board re-hire Karen Moreno as the Board Manager. 

ACTION 

A motion was made, seconded, and passed unanimously to re-hire Karen Moreno as the 
Board Manager. Board Action 21-05

ACTION 

A motion was made, seconded, and passed unanimously to approve the 2021 PTAB 
budget for 12.1 million tons, which includes salary increases (Exhibit D). Board Action

21-06
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ACTION 
A motion was made, seconded, and passed unanimously to approve a base inspection 
rate of $11.50 for the 2021 season (Exhibit E). Board Action 21-07 

ACTION 
A motion was made, seconded, and passed unanimously to approve an Interim Budget, 
as presented, for the first quarter of 2022 (Exhibit F). Board Action 21-08 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
Karen Moreno reported that it is the Producers turn to chair the Board. 

ACTION 
A motion was made, seconded, and passed unanimously, by the Producers, electing 
Neil Dougherty to serve as the 2021 Board Chair. Board Action 21-09 

ACTION 
A motion was made, seconded, and passed unanimously, by the Processors, electing 
Chris Lehikainen to serve as the 2021 Board Vice-Chair. Board Action 21-10 

COMMENTS 
The Board recognized and thanked Dr. David Slaughter for all that he has done for the 
processing tomato inspection program over the years and especially for his work on the 
TJIS machines. Dr Slaughter said ii has been a pleasure working with PTAB. 

ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business the Board meeting adjourned at 9:14 A.M. 

CERTIFICATION OF MINUTES 
I, Karen Moreno, Manager of the California Processing Tomato Advisory Board, do 
hereby declare that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of the minutes of the 
California Processing Tomato Advisory Board Zoom meeting on January 27, 2021. 

are Moreno, Manager 
Processing Tomato Advisory Board 
(530) 759-7501

$1/o'l 
Date 
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